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The city of Corbilo at the mouth of the Loire, which is spoken of
by Strabo! as having been a great emporium, seems to have been
the place from which the tin was carried overland to Massilia and
Narbo.
A question which is inseparably connected with the subject of
the tin trade with Britain is that of the position of
the Cassiterides, or Tin Islands. In modern times
these have usually been identified with the Scilly
Islands, on the ground of their being the nearest group of islands
to the Cornish coast j but this view can hardly be maintained. It
is not, perhaps, a fatal objection to it that tin is not found in
Scilly, because, if these islands were made a depot for trade, it
might have been conveyed thither from the mainland; but they
do not in other respects correspond to the required conditions.
The ideas which prevailed among the ancients Q inion8
respecting the situation of the Cassiterides were to their situa-
no doubt singularly vague, but the principal
authorities whose testimony has come down to us, especially
Strabo, Diodorus, and Ptolemy, connect them with Spain rather
than with Britain2. Strabo and Diodorus also clearly distinguish
between the tin which was brought from the Cassiterides and
that from Britain3, The former of these writers, indeed, speaks of
them as lying to the northward of the country of the Artabri
(Galicia) in the latitude of Britain4; but according to his idea of
the relative position of these countries this would place them
a great distance to the west of the Scilly Islands. Some recent
writers, again, are of opinion that by this name were meant
either the Oestrymnides, or the islands in the neighbourhood
of Vigo Bay and Corunna towards the north-west angle of Spain;
Notisque cymbis turbidum late fretum
Et belluosi gurgitem oceani secant.
(See Miillenhoff, op. ciL i. pp. 90, 91; Berger, Geschichte der wisstnschaffc
Kcfien Erdkunde der Gmchen, 2. p. 61.)
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